by  Jennifer  Mashingaidze 


ALCOHOL  IS  NO  EXCUSE 


A  small  crowd  assembled  outside 
Osgoode  Hal!  on  October22nd  to  protest 
the  ruling  made  recently  that  a  man  being 
charged  of  rape  could  use  intoxication  as 
a  defence. 

The  rally  was  addressed  by  speakers 
from  York  University  and  Dreadnot. 

“Women  on  my  campus  are  terri¬ 
fied,"  said  the  head  of  York  University  ’  s 
Women’s  Centre.  "They  feel  that  young 
men  are  getting  the  message  that  they 
can  take  it  upon  themselves  to  get  ham¬ 
mered,  go  out  and  find  a  woman  and  rape 
her." 

Many  women  in  the  crowd  expressed 
the  same  fear,  speaking  of  the  abundance 
of  alcohol  on  their  campus.  One  student 
expressed  how  this  makes  it  even  more 
difficult  for  victims  to  come  forward 
because  “this  ruling  implies  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  is  now  standing 
by  the  rapist's  side." 

This  however,  is  not  the  first  case 
but  just  one  of  many  in  which  intoxica¬ 
tion  was  used  as  a  defence.  A  speaker 
brought  to  attention  one  case  where  a 
man  was  sentenced  for  “only  six  months 
because  he  was  not  fully  responsible 
[due  to  him]  being  intoxicated,  [how¬ 
ever  the]  woman  was  blamed  because 
she  was  drinking  and  was  told  that  if  she 
had  not  been  drinking  she  would  have 
been  able  to  defend  herself." 

Other  speakers  at  the  rally  expressed 
the  need  for  men  to  address  the  issue. 
“Men  are  directly  involved,”  said  Greg 
Malszecki,  a  professor  at  York  Univer¬ 


sity.  "Men  have  to  cope  with  women 
being  sexually  assaulted.”  The  professor 
pointed  out  that  when  a  man's  mother, 
sister,  wife  or  daughter  gets  sexually  as¬ 
saulted,  men  will  have  to  justify  their 
inability  to  act  when  rulings  such  as  these 
were  decided. 

A  speaker  from  Dreadnot  shouting, 
"drunkenness  is  not  an  excuse,  pro-re¬ 
sponsibility!"  brought  up  the  fact  that  in 


any  other  situation  drinking  does  not  ab¬ 
solve  one  of  their  actions.  If  we  accept  that 
intoxication  is  a  justification  for  this  type 
of  behaviour,  then  what  we  are  saying  is 
that  rape  is  not  a  crime. 

Before  taking  their  protests  to  the  street, 
demonstrators  were  reminded  that  even 
though  a  rally  brings  attention  to  an  issue, 
it  is  simply  not  enough.  The  head  of  York 
University's  Women's  Centre  expressed 


an  essential  message  to  the  crowd  of 
protesters.  "Fear  and  anger  and  out¬ 
rage  aren't  enough,  we  must  turn  our 
anger  and  fear  into  action.  We  ha  ve  to 
write  letters,  petitions,  we  need  to 
confront  the  media  as  to  why  this  isn’t 
on  the  front  page  everyday." 


ABORTION:  ABSOLUTE 
FRUSTRATION 

by  Jasmine  Tecson 

With  abortion  legalized,  and  the  media  and  mainstream  on  the  pro-choice  side, 
abortion  is  a  passe  issue,  right?  It’s  not  to  the  person  who  shot  Gary  Romalis  as  he  ate 
breakfast  in  his  kitchen  on  Nov.  8th.  Romalis  is  a  B.C  gynaecologist  who  performs 
abortions.  This  issue  isn't  passe  to  the  protestors  outside  his  home,  his  office,  or  the 
clinics  across  Canada.  And  it  definitely  isn't  passe  to  the  women  who  have  to  shove 
past  those  protestors,  who  have  strangers  denounce,preaeh,  or  pray  at  them,  simply 
because  they  are  on  their  way  to  an  operation  they  have  a  right  to  and  may  desperately 
need. 

The  sniper  must  have  reached  an  incredible  level  of  anger  and  frustration.  What 
could  drive  somebody  to  go  to  that  extreme  length?  I  think  campaigning  for  an 
absolute  and  believing  in  it  fanatically  could  bring  about  such  irrationality,  particu¬ 
larly  if  the  absolute  is  perceived  in  narrow  blacks  and  whites,  either-or's. 

The  absolute  I’m  speaking  of  is  life.  Anti-abortions  are  also  called  pro-lifers  and 
their  opponents  are  the  pro-choice.  Life  versus  choice.  How  can  one  resolve  an  issue 
where  the  debate  rages  between  tow  equal,  immovable,  (continued  on  page  3) 
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goddess  of  the  month 


Mother  Goddess  of  the  Aztecs,  Tlazolteolteotl  was  very  like  her  medieval 
Near  Eastern  counterpart  Hectate.  Here,  she  gives  birth  to  the  sun-god.  Made  of 
aplite,  speckled  with  garnets.  (Womens  Encyclopedia  of  Myths  &  Secrets) 
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WENCH’s  goal  is  to  provide  a  voice  for  all  kinds  of  feminists:  we  define  feminism  as  being  the  struggle  against  oppression  in  all 

levels  and  areas  of  world  society,  and  as  being  woman  positive.  We  do  not  print  work  that  supports  a  bias  against  race,  sex,  age, 
sexual  orientation,  the  differently  abled,  religious  beliefs  or  ethnic  origin.  Though  U  of  T  based,  WENCH’s  staff  and  audience  are  not 
limited  to  U  of  T.  This  paper  should  provide  a  balance  between  academic  and  mainstream  feminism—  this  will  reflect  how  problems 
do  not  begin  on  a  superficial  level  as  they  are  seen  in  most  media,  but  are  actually  the  result  of  a  patriarchal  system.  We  wish  to 
educate  our  audience  so  that,  if  not  already  doing  so,  they  can  join  us  in  the  fight  for  change.  The  views  expressed  in  WENCH  are 
those  of  individual  writers.  Articles  are  very  welcome.  They  can  be  sent  to: 

WENCH 

c/o  U  of  T  Women’s  Centre 
49  Sl  George  St. 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSS  1A1 

Feminism  Feminism 

Is...  Is . . . 

by  Ritz  Chow 


"...the  belief  that  all  beings  on  earth 
are  equal  and  are  thus  entitled  to  the  same 
basic  rights  and  privileges."  -Ella  Nunes, 
Student,  Women's  Studies  and  History. 
St.  George  Campus 

"...the  uprooting  of  that  which  is 
rotten  and  diseased,  allowing  for  the 
spread  of  beliefs  and  structures  that  value 
all  people  equally."  -Shelagh  Baneijee, 
Student,  Women's  Studies,  St.  George 
Campus 

“...at  its  simplest,  is  a  recognition 
that  patriarchy — the  rule  of  the  fathers — 
subjugates  women,  is  bad  news  for  people 
generally,  and  is  not  an  inevitable 
condition  for  human  society;  and  it’s  a 
commitment  to  resistance. ..feminism  is 
not  simple;  there  are  feminisms,  and 
feminist  ideologies,  and  they  are  different 
and  evolving  and  sophisticated..."  — 
Paddy  Stamp.  Sexual  Harassment 
Officer.  St.  George  Campus 

"A  project  to  empower  women  in 
the  short  run  and  abolish  gender  alto¬ 
gether  in  the  long  run."  — Professor 
Mariana  Valverde,  Centre  of  Criminol¬ 
ogy,  St.  George  Campus 

". .  .the  organized  effort  to  ensure  that 
women  can  define  their  own  lives."  — 
Professor  LJ.  Abray,  Chair  of  Humani¬ 
ties  and  History  Professor,  Scarborough 
Campus 

"...supporting  the  social,  political 
and  economic  equality  of  all  women  and 
the  policies  and  practices  that  support 
it."  — June  Larkin,  Women’s  Studies 
instructor  affiliated  with  Ontario  Studies 
in  Education  (OISE) 

“,..[t]he  struggle  to  end  sexism  and 
all  other  inter-related  oppressions  (as 
bell  hooks  has  suggested).”  — Professor 
Mary  Nyquist,  Women's  Studies  Pro¬ 
gram,  New  College 

‘To  me  [feminism]  is  about  social 
change;  working  towards  ending  the 
social  structures  that  limit  us  from  living 
life  to  its  fullest.. .All  the  economic 
problems.  Racism.  Homophobia.  Is¬ 
sues  of  class,  disability."  -Vinila 


In  Memory...  a 

group  of  students  at  U  of  T's  Erindale 
Campus  are  organizing  a  special  memo¬ 
rial  service  to  take  place  on  December 
6th.  The  service  is  to  be  in  memory  of  the 
fourteen  women  who  were  massacred  al 
the  University  of  Montreal  five  years 
ago.  The  purpose  is  also  to  raise 
awareness  about  violence  against  women. 
All  U  ofT's  St.  George  and  Scarborough 
students  and  their  friends  are  also  more 
than  welcome  to  attend  the  ceremony 
which  will  take  place  between  2:00  pm., 
and  1 :00  pm  on  the  6th  of  December,  It 
will  be  upstairs  in  the  South  building. 
Please,  come  out  and  show  your  support . 
If  you  have  any  questions  please  call 
926-0035. 


Feminism.  Ah,  the  great,  big  F-word  that  stops  people  in  mid-sentence  or  mid-step,  causing  them  to  fluster,  stammer, 
swear,  assert,  defend  or  elaborate.  What  is  it  about  feminism  that  elicits  such  diverse  emotional  and  theoretical  responses?  Who 
defines  it?  Who  has  a  stake  in  its  definition?  How  many  definitions  does  it  have? 

Writing  for  a  feminist  newspaper  about  feminism,  I  dum  well  better  have  THE  definitive  definition  in  proverbial  reach  or 
else  exit  right  margin.  I  don't.  But  if  I  did,  wouldn’t  you  all  be  a  little  suspicious? 

Although  many  disagree  on  what  feminism  is,  there  appears  to  be  an  essentialist  ring  to  its  conceptualization  -  that  feminism 
IS,  or  that  there  is  a  basic  essence  hovering  above  those  eight  gathered  alphabetical  letters  like  a  spirit  zinging  about  its  old  bones. 
Those  astute  enough  to  recognize  the  various  meanings  “feminism"  narrow  down  to  their  thinnest  perspectives  of  it,  prefacing 
their  views  with  statements  such  as:  "at  its  most  basic,  feminism  is..."  Words  and  terms  that  appear  here  usually  tend  to  be: 
equality;  recognition  and  resistance  of  patriarchal  oppression;  self-determination;  empowerment,  etc.  But  even  at  its  most  basic, 
feminism  never  just  IS. 

Let  us  start  with  the  most  basic  of  basic  dements:  lexis.  What  does  the  word  “feminist"  denote  and  connote?  And  how  does 
this  word  affect  the  other  words  it  modifies  in  the  course  of  a  sentence,  a  conversation? 

According  to  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary,  “feminism"  is:  “I .  The  qualities  of  females  [c.  1 85 1] ;  2.  Advocacy  of  the  rights 
of  women  (based  on  the  theory  of  equality  of  the  sexes)  [c.1895];  3.  Path.  The  development  of  female  secondary  sexual 
characteristics  in  a  male  [1882]."  Meaning  number  two  seems  most  appropriate  here.  Yet  from  the  many  reactions  generated 
by  the  word,  it  appears  as  if  meaning  number  three  were  more  applicable. 

Isn’t  the  word  “feminism"  too  exclusionary  to  denote  a  way  of  conceptualizing  the  self  and  the  world?  Well,  yes  and  no. 
Consider  that  words  in  some  languages  are  arbitrarily  divided  into  feminine  and  masculine  forms  or  categories.  Consider  how 
often  the  word  "men”  is  used  as  a  universal  term.  Consider  those  suddenly  gender-neutral  occasions  when  "men"  is  not  used 
as  a  universal  term,  such  as  in  reports  of  violence  against  women  where  terms  such  as  "family  violence"  and  "spousal  abuse” 
are  used. 

Aha,  you  say,  but  the  word  "feminism”  did  not  come  about  arbitrarily.  No,  this  word  recognizes  and  stipulates  its  origin, 
its  “femaleness."  But  who  or  what  group(s)  designated  its  origin?  Who  first  used  this  word?  A  woman  or  a  man?  Does  it  matter? 
What  does  matter?  That  some  women  and  men  have  and  continue  to  use  this  word  to  signify  the  paradigm  in  which  they  exist? 
That  some  women  and  men  use  and  continue  to  use  this  word  to  denigrate  others? 

This  word  "feminism"  hasn't  changed  although  its  many  connotations  have.  Some  people  have  offered  other  words  in  its 
place,  such  as  "womanist,"  "humanist"  or  “masculinist." 

“Womanist"  as  defined  by  Alice  Walker  in  her  essay,  "In  Search  of  Our  Mother's  Gardens,"  refers  to  a  “black  feminist  or 
feminist  of  colour"  and  has  its  origins  in  the  "black  folk  expression  of  mothers  to  female  children"  who  are  behaving  in 
"outrageous,  audacious,  courageous  or  willful"  ways.  Walker  also  offers  that  “womanist"  may  refer  to  “[a]  woman  who  loves 
other  women,  sexually  and/or  nonsexually"  and  that  “womanist  is  to  feminist  as  purple  is  to  lavender."  This  word  is  deeply 
connected  to  feminism,  being  defined  by  the  word  “feminist"  and  is  not  so  much  an  alternative  word  or  “label."  Rather,  it  serves 
to  expand  the  lexical  dimensions  of  “feminist." 

The  word  "humanist,"  according  to  the  American  Heritage  Dictionary,  refers  to  “a  doctrine  or  attitude  that  is  concerned 
primarily  with  human  beings  and  their  values,  capacities  and  achievements."  This  term  begs  the  question  of  its  opposition.  When 
are  we  not  concerned  with  human  beings,  with  ourselves?  When  haven’t  human  beings  put  themselves  before  other  beings? 
If  we're  not  "humanists,”  then  are  we  “animalists,”  “plantists"  or  perhaps  “protozoanists"? 

Also,  this  term  denies  the  gendered  nature  of  human  lives.  We  interact  as  women  and  men  and  girls  and  boys.  We  interact 
wholly,  unable  to  escape  our  bodies.  When  we  interact  with  the  senhumsn  environment,  we  appear  to  have  a  need  to  “humanize" 
animals  and  plants  and  elements  by  "gendering"  them.  Why  are  cartoon  animals  male  unless  they  are  “feminized"  with  big, 
floppy  eyelashes  or  bulbous,  protuberant  lips?  This  avid  Saturday  rooming  cartoon  fan  wants  to  know.  We  don' t  just  say  “male” 
and  “female"  bunnies,  we  envision  them  wearing  little  pants  or  dresses.  What  about  yin  and  yang?  It  seems  that  we  map  our 
environment  according  to  the  most  obvious  opposition  we  recognize,  penis  and  vagina  and  their  accompanying  constructed 
attributes.  And  whose  idea  was  it  to  map?  Who  named  the  world  anyway?  (But  that’s  another  lengthy  discussion.) 

The  word  “masculinist,"  as  defined  by  the  Oxford  English  Dictionary,  refers  to  “  1 .  An  advocate  of  men's  rights,  opposite] 
feminist  [c.  191 8);  2.  A  person  of  the  female  sex  who  adopts  or  affects  characteristics  crqualities  usually  thought  of  as  masculine 
[c.1928]."  Continued  on  page  8. 
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Not  Just  a  Woman’s 
Issue:  Charter 
Rights  Prevail  Over 
the  Protection  of 
Society 

by  S.  Kwan 

The  September  30th  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  permitting  drunkeness 
as  an  excuse  for  rape  has  left  many  ques¬ 
tioning  the  legitimacy  of  Canada’s 
highest  legal  authority. 

The  judgement  has  been  primarily 
interpreted  as  an  undermining  of 
women’s  status;  a  view  not  surprisingly 
adopted,  as  the  mass  media  has  largely 
stressed  what  they  beli  eve  to  be  the  central 
issue  of  the  case —  Drunkeness 
Permitted  as  a  Defence  to  Rape.  But  is 
this  all  the  case  truly  represents? 

It  is  a  general  principle  of  criminal 
law  that  the  accused  must  possess  the 
guilty  mind  (mens  rea)  and  have  per¬ 
formed  the  guilty  act  (actus  reus),  in 
order  to  be  convicted  of  a  criminal 
offence.  The  consideration  of  free  will  is 
associated  with  both  requirements.  In 
other  words,  to  be  convicted  of  rape,  the 
accused  must  have  intended  to  rape  the 
victim. 

On  the  day  in  question,  Henri 
Daviault  had  a  blood-alcohol  level 
between  400  and  600  milligrams  per  1 00 
millilitres  of  blood,  according  to  the  trial 
pharmacologist.  In  the  average  person 
this  would  have  caused  death  or  a  coma. 
The  accused  was  a  chronic  alcoholic. 
Because  of  his  intoxicated  condition,  the 
courts  doubt  that  he  was  able  to  form  the 
requisite  mens  rea.  The  accused  claimed 
to  be  so  drunk  that  he  had  no  recollection 
of  events  whatsoever. 

Furthermore,  the  intent  to  become 
intoxicated  cannot  substitute  the  intent 
to  rape,  as  the  mens  rea  and  actus  reus 
must  coincide. 

Prior  to  the  September  30th  deci¬ 
sion,  the  law  was  dearly  stated  in  R.  v. 
Leary,  a  1978  pre-Charterdecision.  Self- 
induced  intoxication  is  not  a  defence  to  a 
crime  where  the  offence  is  one  of  genera! 
intent.  Sexual  assault  falls  under  this 
category. 

According  to  Mr.  Justice  Cory,  an 
exception  to  the  Leary  rule  is  necessary 
to  preserve  the  rights  of  the  accused.  To 
convict  the  accused  would  mean  the  pre¬ 
sumption  of  mens  rea  and  therefore  an 
infringement  of  two  Charter  provisions: 

Section  7  provides  for  the  principles 
of  fundamental  justice,  while  Section 
1 1(d)  concerns  the  right  to  be  presumed 
innocent. 

Furthermore,  an  infringementcould 
not  be  justified  under  Section  1  of  the 
Charter.  Section  1  subjects  the  use  of 
these  rights  and  freedoms  die  reasonable 
limits  prescribed  by  law  as  can  be  justi¬ 
fied  in  a  free  and  democratic  society. 

Allowing  the  defence  would  not 
"open  up  the  floodgates"  to  more 
frivolous  defences",  claims  Cory  because 
the  defence  would  only  be  permitted  in 
the  rarest  of  cases —  where  the  accused 
could  establish  on  the  balance  of  prob¬ 
abilities  that  he  was  in  a  state  of  extreme 
intoxication  tantamount  to  automatism 
or  insanity.  He  cites  studies  which 
indicate  that  the  rate  of  acquittals  has  not 
significantly  increased  after  the  defence 
was  permitted  in  Australia  and  New 
Zealand. 

As  the  Supreme  Court  only  decides 
on  matters  of  law,  the  ruling  allows  the 
accused  to  use  the  defence  in  a  new  trial. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  the  chronic 
alcoholic  charged  with  raping  the  65- 


year-old  complainant  will  be  acquitted. 

The  dissent  voiced  by  Mr.  Justice 
Sopinka  adopts  the  view  that  the  Leary 
rule  musibeupheld  due  to  policy  consid¬ 
erations.  "One  of  the  main  purposes  of 
the  criminal  law  is  to  protect  the  public," 
Sopinka  wrote.  Society  is  entitled  to 
punish  those  who  voluntarily  intoxicate 
themselves  to  the  point  that  they  are  a 
threat  to  others.  The  principles  of  funda¬ 
mental  justice  are  satisfied  by  showing 
that  the  drunken  state  was  attained 
through  the  accused’s  own  blameworthy 
conduct. 

The  dissent  is  an  exception  to  the 
rule  that  establishing  guilt  requires  menial 
and  physical  element  which  coincide. 

*  *  * 

The  ruling  is  clearly  irreconcilable 
with  the  layperson’s  sense  of  justice. 
The  real  issue  at  hand  is  not  whether  the 
defence  should  be  permitted  per  se,  but 
which  consideration  is  paramount  in  the 
administration  of  justice:  the  rights  of 
the  accused  as  provided  by  the  Canadian 
Charter,  or  the  protection  cf  society? 

The  singing  6-3  decision  in  favour 
of  the  strict  application  of  requisite  mens 
rea,  reveals  that  the  Charter  prevails.  The 
ruling  illuminates  the  flaws  of  applying 
the  Charter  in  such  a  rigid  context  to  the 
extent  that  social  realities  are  denied. 
Judges  are  trapped  in  a  web  cf  legal 
thinking  and  decisions  are  based  solely 
upon  legal  principles  and  law  such  as 
public  protection  is  defeated,  and  deci¬ 
sions  for  the  victim  or  society's  will  for 
natural  justice. 

Cleariy  the  makers  of  the  1982  leg¬ 
islation  intended  to  restrict  these  rights 
as  apparent  in  the  qualifying  words  of 
Section  1.  Safeguarding  the  accused’s 
rights  has  stretched  beyond  reasonable 
limits  at  the  sacrifice  of  public  protec¬ 
tion. 

From  a  judicial  perspective,  the 
application  of  the  Charter  is  not  only 
logical  but  necessary.  From  society’s 
view,  applying  the  Charter  to  such  an 
extreme  is  a  simple  miscarriage  of  jus¬ 
tice. 

The  decision  is  even  more  incom¬ 
prehensible  when  considering  the  options 
available  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
Intoxication  as  a  mitigating  factor  could 
be  dealt  with  at  the  sentencing  phase  as 
sexual  assault  does  not  entail  a  fixed 
minimum  sentence.  An  appeal  to 
legislators  for  the  creation  of  a  new 
offence  of  dangerous  intoxication  was 
also  proposed  as  part  of  the  reform 
process. 

Only  if  the  legal  world  is  idealistic 
would  one  be  able  to  accurately  maintain 
that  the  floodgates  phenomena  will  not 
appear  in  any  form.  Nonetheless,  it  is 
impossible  to  predict  the  ramifications 
of  the  decision  on  future  legal  practice 
despite  the  findings  of  any  international 
study.  Is  the  recent  Queen’s  Bench 
decision  in  Alberta  an  indication  of  things 
to  come? 

The  present  case  is  not  merely  a 
feminist  issue  concering  women. 
Interestingly  enough,  the  two  female 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  concurred 
with  the  majority  in  permitting  the 
defence.  It  is  what  the  ruling  symbolizes 
that  is  most  significant  --  that  the  right  of 
the  accused  is  simply  more  important 
than  one  of  the  major  purposes  of  criminal 
law  in  a  free  and  democratic  society: 
public  protection.  And  indeed  this  is  an 
issue  which  affects  all  members  of 
society.  1 


Wench  Wednesday,  Nov.  16. 1994  3 

HE  RAPED  A  WOMAN 

Henri  Daviault  raped  a  woman  while  he  was  drunk. 

Henri  Daviault  raped  a  woman. 

Henri  Daviault  “consumed  many  beers  and  a  bottle  of  brandy  on  the  night  of  the 
alleged  rape”. 

Henri  Daviault  is  a  chronic  alcoholic  who  "testified  at  the  trial  that  he  could 
remember  nothing". 

Does  "not  remembering"  then  mean,  that  you  “did  not  know  what  you  were  doing' 
at  the  time  in  question? 

When  I  don’ t  remember  meeting  a  person,  does  that  mean  that,  at  the  time  in  question, 

I  was  unaware  that  I  was  meeting  that  person. ..drunk  or  not? 

A  pharmacologist  at  Henri  Daviault’s  trial  testified  that  Daviault’s  “blood  alcohol 
ratio  would  have  caused  death  or  a  coma  in  an  ordinary  person". 

Perhaps  then,  I  am  to  deduct  that  Henri  Daviault  is  an  "extra-ordinary"  person. 
Indeed  he  is. 

He  has  convinced  a  court  of  law  that,  although  he  is  aware  he  is  an  alcoholic, 
obviously  a  black-out-alcoholic,  he  is  not  liable  for  his  own  irresponsible  alcohol 
consumption. 

He  convinced  a  court  of  law  that  his  "problem"  is  justification  for  raping  a  woman. 
Alcoholism,  a  “problem”  that  could  land  a  drunk-driver  in  prison  for  up  to  life,  is  now 
a  justification  for  rape. 

The  court  reasoned  “that  if  an  accused  was  so  drunk  he  did  not  know  what  he  was 
doing  he  could  not  have  had  the  guilty  mind  to  lave  voluntarily  committed  an  illegal 

If  I  remember  correctly,  Henri  Daviault  “could  remember  nothing",  not,  “didn’t 
know  what  he  was  doing”. 

The  fact  is  that  women  remain  to  be  the  victim. 

Foryears  the  "NoMeans  No"  slogan  has  been  questioned.  In  rape  cases  the  woman's 
sexual  history,  private  life,  and  apparel  on  the  day  of  the  rape  have  been  used  to 
somehow  suggest  that  women  “ask  for  it". 

Now,  however,  it  is  being  suggested  that  women  no  longer  have  to  ask  for  it”,  they 
just  have  to  be  in  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time,  and  in  the  path  of  the  wrong 
drunk  person. 

Either  way  it  is  being  suggested  to  society  that  rape  is  acceptable  and/or  excusable, 
given  circumstance  is  on  your  side.  Women  remain  the  victims  of  rape  and  quite 
clearly,  die  victims  in  and  of  the  court  of  law. 

Henri  Daviault  raped  a  woman  while  he  was  drunk  and  The  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  told  him,  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  that  rape  ispermissablc..  just  make  sure 
you  have  plenty  to  drink  before  you  commit  it. 

PLEASE,  find  the  time  to  write  to  our  U  of  T  M.P.,  Tony  lanno,  or  call  the  federal 
M.P.  Info  Line  to  get  the  address  of  your  own  M.P.,  and  express  your  outrage  about 
the  "law  they'  vejust  registered".  Remember,  Parliamentary  addresses  do  not  require 
postage. 


Tony  lanno,  West  block  RM  477,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ontario, K 1 A  OA6. 
Federal  M.P.  Info:  1-800-667-3355. 


(Abortion  continued  from  page  1) 
vastly  different  forces?  One  groups  wran¬ 
gles  over  the  exact  moment  a  fetus  becomes 
human  (and  therefore  a  victim  of  murder) 
while  the  other  marches  and  proclaims  in 
defence  of  a  woman’s  basic  rights  over  her 
body,  her  health,  and  her  own  life.  Be  a  real 
woman  or  a  self-sacrificing  mom.  Wreck 
your  life  or  be  a  murderer.  There  isn't  a 
satisfying  middle  ground  that  takes  into  ac¬ 
count  the  value  in  both  sides  of  the  argument 
or  covers  all  those  emotional,  situational 


grey  areas. 

There  are  those  on  both  sides  that  suffer 
from  righteous  tunnel  headedness.  Yet  there 
are  others  that  do  not  fit  within  the  monolith 
presented.  They  are  usually  thoughtful  rea¬ 
sonable  people  that  choose  their  stance  with 
a  great  deal  of  care  and  probably  a  lot  of 
discomfort.  (Choosing  a  political  side  is  not 


easy,  but  the  fence  is  narrow  and  posts  are 
pointed  at  the  top.) 

There  are  intelligent,  valuable  arguments 
still  to  be  shared  as  we  await  adequate  legis¬ 
lation  regarding  abortion.  Choice  should  after 
all  be  informed  and  well  considered.  We  also 
still  need  better  and  more  accessible  birth 


control,  better  sex  education,  as  well 
as  social  and  economic  change  to 
support  pregnant  women,  mothers 
and  children.  These  are  some  of  the 
complicated  factors  that  affect  the 
quality  of  life  and  the  type  of  choice. 
Attending  prayer  rallies,  spitting  at 
pro-lifers,  or  shooting  at  doctors  do 
not  address  these  issues  or  improve 
the  situation  for  women.  Nor  do  they 
credit  the  reasons  why  we  value  life 
and  choice. 

The  person  who  shot  Dr.  Roma- 
lis  is  probably  someone  who  is  so 
strongly  pro-life  that  to  them  abor¬ 
tion  is  totally  wrong.  To  them,  at¬ 
tempted  murder  can  only  be  a  posi¬ 
tive  action.!  How  ironic)  He  or  she  is 
a  frightening  example  of  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  one  focuses  blindly  on 
only  one  side. 

With  people  who  hear  but  don't 
listen,  it  is  very  difficult  to  resolve 
the  abortion  issue  satisfactorily.  Ab¬ 
solutes  countering  absolutes  don't 
adequately  cover  the  reality  of  wom¬ 
en' s  lives. 
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We’re 

Feminists...So 

What? 

by  Ella  Nunes 

For  the  first  issue  of  this  paper.  1 
thought  it  appropriate  to  write  about  the 
obstacles  that  had  to  be  overcome  in 
ordertostanafeministnewspaper  These 
obstacles  were  mainly  linked  to  the 
apparent  hostility  that  people  have  to¬ 
ward  feminism. 

Our  first  problem  was  funding. 
Newspapers  cost  money  and  we  had 
none.  Since  we  were  planning  on  run¬ 
ning  the  paper  out  of  U  of  T,  it  only  made 
sense  to  look  to  them  for  funding.  We 
had  spoken  to  many  people  about  our 
idea  and  considering  the  enthusiastic 
response,  we  did  not  anticipate  much 
trouble  getting  funding. 

How  wrong  we  were!  Not  only  was 
it  difficult  to  get  funding,  but  every¬ 
where  we  went  we  were  met  with  hostil¬ 
ity  and  skepticism  from  the  various 
groupsweapproachedoncampus.  Ques¬ 
tions  like,  "How  would  you  define  femi¬ 
nism?"  and  “Is  your  paper  going  to 
include  men?"  were  among  the  many 
concerns  voiced  in  regards  to  a  feminist 
paper.  We  were  given  the  run  around  by 
most  of  the  groups  and  most  of  them 


simply  did  not  have  money  to  spare  or 
had  other  priorities  in  terms  of  budgetary 
spending.  Clocksforthechessclubwere 
among  the  many  priorities  for  the  Uni¬ 
versity  College  Literary  and  Athletic 
Society  (UC  LIT),  who  did  not  feel  that 
a  feminist  newspaper  was  necessary  at  U 
ofT. 

Nonetheless,  we  did  manage  the  use 
of  a  computer,  thanks  to  the  Ontario 
Public  Interest  Research  Group  (OPIRG), 
as  well  as  office  space  granted  to  us  by 
the  Women's  Studies  Student  Union. 
The  U  of  T  Women's  Centre  has  also 
offered  us  many  of  their  resources.  The 
Students'  Administrative  Council  and 
The  Status  of  Women’s  Office  were  the 
two  groups  who  made  it  possible  for  us 
to  publish  this  issue,  thanks  to  their  fund¬ 
ing. 

Upon  mentioning  the  word  "femi¬ 
nist”  when  describing  our  newspaper, 
we  have  received  mixed  emotions  from 
both  men  and  women.  Some  thought  it 
was  a  wonderful  idea,  but  had  little  faith 
that  we  could  pull  it  off.  Others  were 
concerned  about  representation  of  men 
in  the  paper,  believing  the  idea  of  a 
feminist  paper  is”  sexist".  They  immedi¬ 
ately  associated  feminism  with  male¬ 
bashing.  Do  others  who  are  trying  to  start 
a  paper  have  to  prove  that  they  will  be 
equally  representative  of  all  groups? 
Judging  from  other  newspapers,  I  think 
not.  If  this  were  the  case,  there  would 
perhaps  be  no  need  for  a  feminist  news¬ 
paper  on  campus. 


"CERTAINTLY  MANY 
OF  US  ARE  RADICAL 
BECAUSE  SOMETIMES  IT 
IS  NECESSARY  TO  BE 
RADICAL  IN  ORDER  TO 
MAKE  CHANGE." 

I  have  found  that  a  lot  of  people  are 
very  afraid  of  feminism  and  that  it  has 
become  associated  with  many  negative 
connotations.  Many  women  refuse  to 
identify  themselves  as  feminists,  believ¬ 
ing  it  is  a  radical,  man-hating  movement 
and  many  men  also  associate  it  with 
sexismand radicalism.  It  seems  as  though 
people  have  forgotten  what  feminism  is 
about,  or  they  have  been  misinformed. 
WE  ARE  NOT  A  BUNCH  OF  BRA 
BURNING  RADICALS.  W  e 

are  people  who  believe  in  equality  for  all 
groups.  Certainly,  many  of  us  are  radical 
because  sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  be 
radical  in  order  to  make  change.  We 
must  not  forget  about  all  of  the  privileges 
that  some  of  us  have  now,  thanks  to  the 
feminist  movement  (i.e.  voting, 
university,  birth  control).  We  must  also 
remember  that  it  is  feminist  groups  who 
advocate  rights  for  people  of  colour  and 
for  the  physically  challenged  and  for 
homosexuals.  It  is  about  so  much  more 
than  people  realize. 

There  is  an  unbelievable  backlash 
going  on  against  feminism  and  all  that  is 
deemed  "politically  correct”.  I  believe 
this  is  one  of  the  reasons  for  our  diffi¬ 


culty  in  receiving  funding.  What  people 
are  not  realizing  is  that  women  are  not 
equal  in  society.  When  we  hear  that 
drunkenness  can  be  used  as  an  excuse  for 
rape,  we  should  realize  this.  Why  are 
people  so  afraid  of  feminism?  Why  are 
they  so  threatened  by  it?  Is  this  part  of 
the  reluctance  to  change  that  many  peo¬ 
ple  seem  to  possess?  In  any  case,  I  have 
certainly  noticed  thenegativiiy  associated 
with  the  word  and  with  the  movement 
itself.  For  these  reasons,  we  felt  that  a 
feminist  newspaper  is  necessary  at  U  of 
T. 

We  decided  on  the  name  WENCH 
because  of  the  many  interesting  mean¬ 
ings  of  the  word.  According  to  the 
Webster  Dictionary  “wench”  is  defined 
as  “a  young  girl,  a  servant  girl  or  a 
prostitute”.  In  Ireland,  it  simply  means 
"chick”.  By  using  this  word  and  placing 
it  on  a  feminist  newspaper,  we  are  re¬ 
claiming  it  and  making  a  joke  at  the  same 
time.  We  have  been  pleased  with  the 
interest  that  has  been  generated  by  our 
male  and  female  collective.  At  the  same 
time,  we  wish  to  have  representation 
from  other  groups. 

WENCH  reflects  on  issues  from  a 
more  persona!  level  than  most  campus 
papers.  We  strongly  encourage  and 
accept  feedback  from  our  readers.  Per¬ 
sonally,  I  hope  that  readers  of  WENCH 
will  see  that  feminism  is  about  equality 
and  inclusiveness.  Perhaps  we  will  ob¬ 
tain  more  funding  from  campus  organi¬ 
zations  after  they  see  what  we  are  about. 


Me,  Myself 
and  You 

by  Shclagh  Banerjee 

We  are  taught  to  see  people  in 
categories.  There  are  the  broad  groups 
like  race,  class  and  gender  which  are 
easier  to  recognize.  But  I'd  like  to 
focus  on  the  more  subtle,  personal 
patterns  into  which  our  minds  settle. 
We  label  ourselves  constantly  and 
are  surprised  when  a  person  behaves 
differently  from  our  judgement. 

“She  seems  like  a  very  open- 
minded  person".  Yes,  except  when 
discussing  certain  issues.  “He’s  an 
extrovert,"  or  "She  never  scams  bus- 
fare,"  -  both  true  in  some  contexts, 
but  changeable  when  with  different 
people  or  in  a  different  mood.  No  one 
is  always  one  way.  No  one  is  their 
label. 

I  wish  to  emphasize  that  what 
I’m  describing  here  are  the  more 
personal,  individual  labels  that  we 
give  each  other.  On  a  broadersocial 
level,  labels  are  useful,  especially  for 
describing  where  we  stand  on  vari¬ 
ous  issues,  eg.  "She’s  a  feminist”. 

1  used  to  think  of  myself  and 
others  in  terms  of  extremes.  If  a 
person  behaved  one  way  at  one  time, 
it  was  a  surprise  when  they  acted 
very  differently  at  another.  Personal¬ 
ity  tests  and  horoscope  books  profess 
to  tell  WHO  I  AM,  while  TV  sitcoms 
provide  a  few  major  stereotypes  with 
which  I  can  identify. 

It  is  only  in  the  last  year  that 
I've  realized  that  no  one  is  all  “nice" 
or  a  "bitch"  or  a  “loudmouth”.  Was 
it  Confucius  who  said  that  every  coin 
has  ten  sides?  I  think  it  is  the  same  for 
humans.  No  one  is  static  and  we 


don't  fully  exemplify  the  traits  we’re 
given.  People  swing  from  being  emo¬ 
tional  basketcases  to  obnoxious  mo¬ 
rons  to  doting  lovers.  It  all  depends 
on  life  experience,  desires  and  rela¬ 
tionships.  We  are  vastly  different 
from  each  other,  and  different  from 
our  labels. 

1  am  not  suggesting  that  there 
are  no  similarities  between  us  or  that 
a  person  will  never  behave  the  same 
way  twice.  I  am  suggesting  a  change 
in  the  definition  of  "personality".  A 
revolution  in  the  way  we  think  could 
help  us  see  each  other  more  realisti¬ 
cally.  If  only  we  could  stop  seeing 
each  other  as  “types"  and  see  our¬ 
selves  as  dynamic,  ever-growing  be¬ 
ings. 

As  individuals,  this  would  give 
us  greater  freedom  to  change  and 
more  space  to  move  around  in.  “I 

AM  _ ”  would  become  “I 

WAS _ ”  or  “I  MIGHT 

BE _ ".  One  wouldn't  have 

to  behave  in  a  way  that  is  expected  of 
us  by  others,  because  a  particular 
behaviour  would  not  be  anticipated. 
What  works  one  day  could  melt  into 
something  else  the  next  day. 

Perhaps  this  is  all  obvious  to 
you.  Still,  why  not  examine  your 
expectations  and  thoughts  about 
other  individuals,  just  to  be  sure 
you're  not  forcing  them  into  a  few 
choice  nouns  and  adjectives. 


Amendment  to  the 
Canadian  Human  Rights 
Act 

The  Federal  Government  will  be  introducing  a  proposal  to  amend 
the  Human  Rights  Act  to  finally  include  "sexual  orientation"  to  its  list  of 
discriminatory  categories.  This  amendment  is  believed  to  be  raised 
within  the  first  week  of  December,  to  coincide  with  the  International 
Human  Rights  Day  ot  December  1  Oth.  We  are  encouraging  everyone  to 
write  a  postcard  or  to  write  up  and  circulate  a  petition  to  be  forwarded 
to  members  of  Parliament  in  Ottawa  to  show  your  support  for  this 
amendment  to  be  accepted.  Cards  and  petitions  can  be  delivered  lo: 

Your  MP 

House  ot  Commons 

Ottawa.  Ontario 

K1A  0A6 

Or  call  the  Campaign  for  Equal  Families  at  925-7040  and  ask  for 

Andy 

Due  to  the  Immediacy  of  this  proposal,  we  ask  you  to  respond 
,  quickly. 


QJidfw  (3a/& 

527  COLLEGE  STREET  -  1st  end  3rd  FRIDAY  at  7:00  PM 

Como  to  ttio  CAW  WORKERS  CENTRE  lo  view  foatura  length 
videos  ond  sample  tho  poolry  and  prose,  songs  end  storios  of 
local  writers.  PAY  WHAT  YOU  CAN  to  support  community 
organizing  ond  direct  action  for  social  justice. 

FEATURES: 

Friday  November  18th 
"THE  GODDESS  REMEMBERED" 
and  THE  BURNING  TIMES' 

Friday,  December  2nd 
THE  COMPANY  OF  STRANGERS' 
and  "WISECRACKS' 

Video's  followed  by 

'NIK  BEATS  OPEN  STAGE' 

Poets,  Musicians  and  Story  . toilers  Walcomo 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  Timothy  Maxwell  ot  924-.2M 


SHE  REMEMBERS 

As  morning  sieals  upon 
My  Lover's 
Face 
I  cry 

His  head  is  turned  in 
Sleep 

Buried  against 
The  satin  of  tr.y  breast 
His  breath 

A  heat  against  my  nipple 
He  rest  I  press  myself  against 
My  torturous  need 
To  be  near 

My  eyes  are  closed 
Yet  my  body  echoes 
Memories 
Of  lips  on  skin 
And  the  moist  wetness 
Of  breath 
Still  he  sleeps 
Hands  run  along 
The  hard  plane 
Of  his  body 
As  heart  beat  keeps 
Tempo 

She  turns  to  him 
And  sees  a  reflection 
Of  his  lust  revealed 
To  her 

His  lips  envelope  her  nipple 
Teasing... 

His  hands  have  touched 
Me 

And  I  don't  know  why 
I  cry 

Body  rides  against 
body 

His  hips  pound  out  a  litany 
Crushing  the  uncertainty 
Of  love 

He  calls  to  her  womb 
With  his  primal  need 
To  be  one 
Kisses  rain  on  her 
Head 

As  she  opens 

Like  a  lotus  Bower’s  Wet  response 
To  dew 

Legs  ride  on  hips 

And  the  soft  browncss  of  souls 

Revealed  in  eyes 

He  remembers . 

Nicole  Minerve 


Giotto  Blue 

You  must  admit 

a  blue  sky  Is  better  than  gold 

and  since  we  speak  of  realism 

let  me  paint  you  a  picture  of  lime  elapsed  wavering 

in  these  aluminum-sided  communes 

Ye s.  i  dreamt  of  golden  names  lighting  cigarettes 
as  we  discuss  bitter  urgency  in  black  berets 
you  would  be  Arles 
and  1  your  Tahiti 

I  would  have  settled  for  fool's  gold 
but  in  return  you  gave  me  halter  tops 
and  beer-belching  sighs 
acid  gazes  laced  wish  party-hard-ons 

I  wanted  conversation 
you  gave  me:  ''Nice  hair 
I  bet  it's  Nicer  between  your  legs" 
actually  the  nicest  I've  found  is  on  my  legs 
or  is  it  the  underarms? 

You  laugh  and  it  feels  so  good 

up  until  you  must  grasp  on  tight  to  the  porcelain 


NO¬ 

BODY'S 

BUSI¬ 

NESS 
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Unti  tiled 

In  order  to  find  peace 
first  you  must  fuck  the  devil, 

In  order  to  find  heaven 
you  need  to  visit  death’s  door, 

To  feel  the  higher  power 
become  one  with  your  soul, 

If  you’re  looking  for  love 
open  up  your  heart. 

If  lust  is  what  you  want 
come  forward  my  dear 
Let  the  music  of  my  heartbeat 
move  you  to  me 
Let  my  embrace 
bring  you  inside 

As  my  hard  eyes  pierce  your  erotic  soul, 
Let  my  hands  guide  you 
into  the  inner  world, 

Let  the  passion  take  you  for  a  ride 
and  allow  pleasure  to  take  over, 

Let  the  desire  that  you  crave 
melt  into  me,  my  love 

As  in  order  to  find  peace 
first  you  must  fuck  the  devil. 

In  order  to  find  heaven 


come  into  my  sinful  delight... 

Sophia  Tantses 


Working  Girl 


1.  Jan  is  a  working  girl. 

2.  She  bounces  through  a  routine 

3.  The  routine  is  from  8  to  5. 


4.  Then  she  waits  for  thajf| 

5.  The  bus  takes  her  bacMl 

6.  The  bus  takes  her  to  her; 

7.  The  apartment  is  uptown. 


utment. 


8.  She  is  now  on  her  own. 

9.  She  is  having  a  great  time. 


10.  Her  senses  are  alive  to  something. 

11.  The  something  is  new. 

12.  The  something  is  delicious. 

13.  The  something  is  called  "freedom" 


14.  Each  day  is  electric. 

15.  Each  day  is  exciting. 


16.  Her  face  is  poised. 

17.  Her  face  is  proud. 

18.  Her  face  smiles  with  confidence. 

19.  the  confidence  is  quiet. 


20.  She  has  legs. 

21.  Her  legs  are  long. 

22.  Her  legs  are  waxy. 


be  to  settle  down. 


dry  heaves,  peppetoni  vomit  and  spinning  Claudia 
Schiffcrs 

float  BotUcelli-Ukc  around  your  head 

You  laugh  because  you  know  only  too  well 
that  1  am  not  a  woman 

(the  woman  you  know  will  be  spread-legged,  wet 
lipped 

on  your  wall  tomorrow  morning) 

And  I  will  still  be  a  girlie- fuck,  bllchy-slul.  tarty. 
Ills  and  ass 
tits  and  ass 

with  an  Art  and  Art  History  degree  under  my  goner 
belt 

And  you  have  made  me  leant  how  to  feci  Giotto 
blue 

Sasha  Havlik 


Autobiography 

My  childhood  memories  have  been  smeared  by  the  sticky  hands  of  a  kid.  thus  they  lay  with  cobwebs  dormant  in  black  comers 
of  my  subconscious.  Because  I  was  bom  in  Alexandrea,  Louisiana  (in  1967),  I  had  the  opportunity  to  witness  the  hidden  horrors 
of  which  a  small  Southern  Town  so  intentionally  and  knowingly  commits.  Sandwiched  between  an  older  brother  who  loves  to 
antagonize  and  a  younger  sister  who  presently  is  quarrelling  with  mom,  I  am  what  you'd  call  the  "middle  child”.  But  I  am  also 
the  rope  which  is  used  during  family  tug-of-wars.  Even  though  certain  sectors  of  society  frown  on  my  trade,  my  employment 
is  legal  and  1  am  a  licensed  business.  The  technical  title  is  "Burlesque  Entertainer",  but  the  majority  of  people  I  know  label  me 
as  “a  Dancer"  to  be  polite,  and  "a  Stripper"  to  be  crude.  This  double  life  I  live  now  I  never  thought  I  could  manage  if  it  wasn't 
for  my  mother's  strong  role  model  keeping  my  spirits  up  when  necessary.  Mom.  Deanna  and  I  managed  to  escape  the  backward 
Baptist  state  and  take  refuge  in  Canada  circa  1 977.  I  remember  on  an  autumn  day  how  I  kissed  and  thanked  mom  for  being  a 
Canadian  in  the  first  place.  That's  when  she  told  me  she  was  also  a  German  citizen. 

Katherine  Lynn  Rybarczyk 
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HOMOPHOBIA  HURTS  WOMEN 

-  BECAUSE  calling  someone  a  "fag"  means  somehow  they  are  not  “a  real  man”, 

i.e.  a  woman 

-  BECAUSE  calling  lesbians  “man-hating  dykes"  threatens  women  with  violence 
so  that  they  are  not  safe  to  openly  love  other  women, 

-  BECAUSE  calling  women  who  are  assertive,  confrontational  or  just  plain 
independent  “dykes”  is  an.  attempt,  to  define  women  in  exclusive  .relation  to  men. 

-  BECAUSE  homophobia  is  invested  in  enforcing  traditional  gender  relations.. 


f  1 .  What  do  you  think  of  the  name  "Wench"  for  this  paper? 


2.  What  sort  of  articles  would  you  like  to  see  in  "Wench"? 
(i.e.  more  news,  more  features,  more  creative  writing,  etc.) 


3.  What  topics  would  you  like  to  see  covered  in  any  particular 
section  of  this  paper? 


SHARE  YOUR 
GODDESS 

by  Shelagh  Banerjee 

Often  in  history  classes  and  such¬ 
like,  we  get  the  impression  that  past 
world  cultures  were  always  as  patriar¬ 
chal  as  our  own,  and  more  specifically 
that  spirituality  was  male-dominated. 
What  is  ignored  is  that  women  world¬ 
wide  have  a  tremendous  spiritual  herit¬ 
age.  Female  deities  and  female-based 
religions  make  up  a  sizeable  chunk  of 
most  world  cultures. 

Carl  Olson  writes,  “The  figure  of  the 
Goddess  as  represented  in  religious  his¬ 
tory  often  stands  in  sharp  contrast  to  the 
mistaken  concept  that  the  feminine  is 
tranquil,  passive  or  inferior.  The  God¬ 
dess  is  associated  with  life-giving  pow¬ 
ers,  renewal,  rebirth,  transformation,  and 
the  mystery  of  death."  (Olson,  The  Book 
of  the  Goddess;  Past  &  Present,  1985) 
What  could  be  more  empowering 
for  all  women  today  than  to  have  great 
beings  with  which  we  can  identify,  and 
which  can  inspire  us?  The  lack  of  female 
role  models  in  our  society  could  be  made 
up  for  by  investigating  our  ancestral  spir¬ 
its. 


4.  Any  other  comments? 


Please  return  completed  surveys  to 
the  Wench  mailbox  at  U  of  T’s 

Women's  Centre  49  St.  George  St. 
Toronto,  MSS  1 A1  or  fax:  978-1078 


The  Yellow  Wallpaper 

by  Lisa  Bryn  Bundle 

The  other  night  1  saw  a  woman  go  insane.  For  approximately  one  hour,  I  witnessed  her 
descent  from  post-partum  depression  into  obsessive  insanity.  It  was  horrible  to  watch — very 
disturbing,  but  thought  provoking!  My  eyes  were  opened  as  my  emotions  were  stirred. 

1  learned  a  lot  form  watching  that  woman  the  other  night!  I  guess  that  was  the  point  though, 
wasn’t  it?  That  was  at  least  pari  of  the  reason  why  Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman  wrote  the  novel 
■Qie  Yellow  Wallpaper  and  that  was  certainly  the  reason  why  the  dramatic  version  was  being 
performed  that  night — to  teach  the  people.  Claire  Berlein  did  an  excellent  job  of  “informing” 
the  audience  about  many  things  through  her  brilliant  performance  in  the  one  woman  show.  She 
was  so  convincing  that  1  abandoned  my  sense  of  reality  and  lived  only  in  hers  as  she  suffered 
from  the  sexism  and  ignorance  of  the  male  medical  community  that  caused  her  to  go  mad. 

The  story  is  mostly  autobiographical  and  takes  place  in  the  late  1 800s.  The  advertisement 
for  the  show,  which  appropriately  took  place  at  the  Workman  Theatre*,  sums  up  the  story: 
Placed  in  an  attic  room  for  the  summer  and  deprived  of  all  activities  as  a 
treatment  for  her  “nervousness"  the  woman  becomes  obsessed  with  the 
wallpaper  and  the  meaning  within  it. 

She  is  placed,  or  more  accurately  imprisoned,  in  this  attic  by  her  husband,  a  doctor 
whose  authority,  being  male  and  educated,  is  unquestionable  by  the  society  of  the  time.  Of 
course,  Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman  questioned  it  and  proves  the  treatment  to  be,  to  say  the 
least,  ineffective.  She  suffers  not  only  form  patriarchal  oppression  but  from  the  misunder¬ 
standing  and  mistreatment  of  mental  illness  as  well.  The  treatment  she  received  was  a 
common  one  for  women  of  that  time.  If  it  wasn’t  the  “rest  treatment’’,  as  the  treatment  she 
was  given  was  sometimes  called,  then  it  was  off  to  the  horrors  of  the  insane  asylums.  The 
grounds  for  institutionalization  included  just  about  any  rebellion  or  protest  against  Che 
patriarchy.  For  example,  a  woman  was  once  declared  insane  for  running  away  from  her 
abusive  husband. 

So  why  am  I  writing  about  this  play  which  has  left  Toronto  for  the  time  being?  It  is 
because  you  ought  to  know  about  the  scariest  part  of  the  performance:  that  it  still  affects  all 
of  us  today.  The  views  of  her  time,  are  the  views  of  our  time.  The  sexism,  the  prejudice, 
the  misunderstanding,  all  she  experienced  is  still  being  experienced  by  people  in  our 
society.  It  has  just  taken  different  forms — the  same  wolf  in  different  clothing.  Doesn’t  it 
scare  you  that  this  Victorian  feminist's  work  still  describes  conditions  and  attitudes  today? 

1  hope  so,  because  1  think  that’s  important  to  feel.  That  feeling  will  help  us  remember  that 
although  we’ve  come  a  long  way — and  we  should  be  proud  of  that — we  still  have  a  long 
way  to  go. 

Let's  take  the  lesson  being  taught  us  about  the  interconnectedness  of  injustices.  Let's 
examine  how  one  injustice  perpetuates  another  by  contributing  to  the  acceptance  of 
oppression,  discrimination  and  ignorance  in  our  society.  Let's  remember  that  more  women 
go  to  see  psychiatrists  than  men  do  and  think  about  why  that  might  be.  Let’s  try  to 
understand  what  the  mangled  heads  Charlotte  Perkins  Gilman  saw  in  the  wallpaper  repre¬ 
sent  and  why  she  believed  there  was  a  woman  trapped  in  the  pattern.  Let’s  help  her  free 
that  woman,  who,  as  we  know  is  still  trapped  in  the  wallpaper. 

*  Situated  beside  the  Queen  Street  Mental  Health  Centre,  the  Workman  Theatre  Project 
of  Ontario  promotes  individual’s  well-being  and  expands  public  awareness  of  mental  health 
issues  by  providing  people  who  receive  mental  health  services,  artists  and  others,  opportunities 
for  creative  expre;  sion  through  professional  theatre  and  other  arts  activities.  (Paraphrase  of 
WTP's  mission  statement). 


It  is  for  these  reasons  that  we  thought 
a  Goddess  of  the  Month  column  would 
be  cool.  It  doesn’t  even  have  to  be  a 
mythological  goddess-  it  could  be  a 
mother,  teacher  or  friend-  someone  you 
find  wonderful  and  inspiring.  If  you  wish 
to  share  her  amazingness  with  other 
WENCH  readers,  submit  a  small  write 
up  and  a  photograph  so  that  we  can  place 
her  picture  on  our  front  page. 

Y ou  could  discuss  the  society  she  is/ 
was  worshipped  by,  what  she  represents, 
and  what  she  means  to  you.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you! 


We  are  *  non-profft, 
feminist 

bookstor*  and  cultural 
eervlce. 

Wa  Mrva  as  a  forum  (or  a 
wide  range  of 
perspectives  on  woman’s 
Issuaa  and  experiences. 

Wa  have  an  axcaptional 
»a  tec  lion  of  woman's 
music,  jewellery,  posters, 
journals,  magazines,  and 
Ufa  sax  products. 

First  floor  Is  whaalchalr 
accessible. 


toronto  women's  bookstore 
73  harbord  6t.,  toronto,  on  mSs  1g4 
phone  (416)  922.8744 /fax  (416)  922  1417 


Wench  Wednesday.  Nov.  16.  1994  7 

,,  .  Renoir’s  Women 

DominoNot  Just  Black  and  White  in  Barnes: 


by  Jasmine  Tecson 

When  one  begins  to  confront 
a  personal  issue,  the  ensuing  ques¬ 
tioning  and  analysis  often  leads  to 
more  questions.  It’s  a  domino  effect 
of  one  question  or  issue  after 
another,  as  one  confronts  the  ins 
and  outs  of  a  touchy  subject  in  the 
search  for  answers.  'This  was  the 
case  for  Shanti  Thakur,  whose  per¬ 
sonal  conflict  about  interracial  iden¬ 
tity  resulted  in  the 
film  Domino.  It  pre¬ 
miered  at  the  John 
Spotten  Cinema  on 
October  26  and  is 
now  available 
through  the  Na¬ 
tional  Film  Board 
on  video. 

Domino  ex¬ 
plores  the  stories  of 
six  interracial  peo¬ 
ple  of  different 
ages,  genders,  and 
backgrounds. 

Theyhave  searched 
for  answers  to  issue 
ofidentity,  cultural 
isolation,  and  com¬ 
munity,  and  are 
searchingstill.  Their  very  personal 
stories  are  presented  through  in¬ 
terviews  interspersed  with  voiced- 
over  family  photos  and  archival  ma¬ 
terial,  which  give  the  stories  great 
depth  and  context. 

There’s  a  wonderful  candidness 
to  the  interviews.  There’s  no  pos¬ 
ing;  the  participants  tell  their  deeply 
felt  stories  almost  casually.  The 
viewer  is  drawn  in  and  made  into  a 
confidante.  The  film  moves  from 
turning  point  to  turning  point  in 
the  participants’  lives  without  ever 
whining  or  blaming.  No  one  is 
playing  the  victim  and  no  one  is 
blamed  as  the  source  of  racism. 

Rather,  the  film  shows  the  per¬ 
vasiveness  of  society’s  creation  of 
“the  Other”.  The  participants,  who 
are  a  variety  of  mixes,  often  face 
external  and  internal  pressure  to 
choose  between  cultures  while  try¬ 
ing  to  forge  an  identity. 

Despite  the  fact  that  there’s  only 
one  human  “race”,  society  still  needs 
to  categorize  and  divide  people. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  the 
pervasiveness  of  the  black  and 
white  dichotomy.  Only  one  of  the 


participants  is  a  black/white  mix 
(Helene  Wavroch  is  black/Qudbe- 
cois).  But  the  other  participants 
also  often  use  black  and  white  as 
terms  of  reference  when  talking 
about  conflicting  identities  or  com¬ 
munities.  They  might  not  be  tech¬ 
nically  white  or  black,  but  they  are 
tom  between  perceiving  things  in  a 
white  way  or  a  black  way.  Nedra 


Qadeer,  a  Pakistani  Muslim/Jew- 
ish  student,  surprises  herself  and  a 
friend  during  a  discussion  about 
blacks  and  whites  when  she  de¬ 
clares,  “Well,  I'm  black!”  The  pull 
towards  extremes  is  exemplified  by 
Nadra,  whosaysshe  always  wanted 
to  be  darker,  and  her  brother,  who 
wanted  to  fit  in  with  his  friends 
who  were  lighter. 

The  either/or  perception  comes 
from  outside  as  well.  Nadra  and 
Natasha  Gauthier,  a  South  Asian/ 
Qudbecois  student,  were  often 
called  “nigger”  as  well  as  “Paki". 

While  narrowing  it  down  to  only 
the  labels  “black"  and  “white"  may 
simplify  discussion  (as  well  as  rac¬ 
ism),  it  can  also  be  very  misleading. 
There’s  a  lot  of  ground  net  covered. 
Where  does  Julia  Tamiko-Manning, 
a  Japanese/English  actor  fit  in? 
She’s  definitely  interracial,  yet  not 
black  and  only  partly  white.  She’s 
caught  between  cultures  and  by 
the  black/white  interracial  di¬ 
chotomy.  At  any  of  these  defined 
borders  she  can  lose  out.  Leith 
Hamilton,  who’s  black  and  Chinese, 
touches  upon  this  issue  in  his  re¬ 


counting,  but  somehow  it  gets  bur¬ 
ied  under  the  weight  of  the  film’s 
either/or  conflict. 

Ourcurrent  vocabulary  of  terms 
and  definitions  regarding  race  and 
ethnicity  is  woefully  inadequate. 
Many  factors  beyond  physicality 
determine  a  person’s  identity.  Nor 
is  racism  and  prejudice  simple.  How 
can  we  address  and  resolve  these 
issues  if 
we  use 
terms 
that  are 
narrow 
and  sim¬ 
plistic  at 
best,  or 
whose 
defini- 
t  i  o  n  s 
c  o  n  - 
stantly 
shift  at 
worst? 

Film¬ 
ic  a  k  e  r 
Thakur 
does  a 
good  job  of  exploring  how  social 
history,  family  politics,  gender,  and 
ekes  affect  experience  and  iden¬ 
tity.  The  contrast  between  Nadra’s 
story  and  her  brother  Ahmer’s  is  an 
excellent  illustration  of  how  gender 
can  operate  in  conjunction  with 
colour.  Nadra,  for  example,  feels 
that  if  she  marries  outside  of  her 
ethnic  group  her  father  will  see  her 
as  ethnically  “lost"  to  him.  But  her 
brother  does  not  feel  that  sort  of 
pressure.  Ahmer  thinks  that  this  is 
because  he  is  male.  His  wife,  no 
matter  what  her  background,  is 
seen  as  joining  the  family,  so  there’d 
be  no  threat  other  taking  him  away. 
Their  comparisons  and  contrasts 
go  on,  clear  reminders  that  no  fac¬ 
tor  operates  in  isolation. 

Gender  issues  are  intrinsically 
linked  with  ethnicity.  Thakur  notes 
that  “colour  is  only  the  first  layer." 
Her  film  contributes  valuable  in¬ 
sights  on  how  “differences  in  cul¬ 
ture,  language,  class,  and  religion” 
as  well  as  gender,  determine  how 
people  react  to  us  and  how  we  see 
ourselves. 


A  Celebration 

While  many  people  have  been 
calling  theBamcs  Exhibit  "over-hyped" 
and  regard  it  as  a  mediocre  exhibition,  I 
found  it  participated  in  something  very 
special:  the  celebration  of  women 
Women  are  not  only  admired  for  their 
bodies  and  image  but  for  their  role  as 
well. 

The  first  thing  that  struck  me  when 
I  entered  the  first  room  of  the  exhibit  was 
the  beautiful  depiction  of  women  in 
Renoir's  paintings.  The  room  is  filled 
with  canvasses  showing  nudes  perform¬ 
ing  simple  everyday  actions,  scenes  of 
mothers  nurturing  children,  and  portraits 
of  rosy-faced  young  girls.  Yet  even 
though  the  figures  perform  actions  that 
are  common,  almost  prosaic,  Renoir 
brings  a  unique  grace  and  sensitivity  to 
each  work.  His  round,  lush  forms  and 
glowing  colours  seem  to  radiate  warmth 
and  tenderness. 

One  such  painting  is  “Mother  and 
Child"  (1881).  It  is  a  simple  work 
depicting  a  woman  holding  an  infant  on 
her  knee:  an  image  artists  have  painted 
overandover.  But  Renoirtakes  it  further 
and  imbues  it  with  a  wonderful  maternal 
spirit.  He  conveys  innocence  through 
the  downcast  eyes  of  the  mother  and 
delicate  manner  in  which  she  holds  her 
baby;  a  technique  which  draws  the  viewer 
into  the  painting. 

Many  people  visiting  the  exhibition 
failed  to  be  entranced  by  Renoir’s  work 
and  seemed  to  miss  the  celebration  going 
on.  They  were  more  pre-occupied  with 
the  figures  of  the  models;  openly  declar¬ 
ing  that  the  women  were  fat.  After  all, 
nothing  on  the  annoying  audio  sets  they 
carried  around  made  any  flattering  refer¬ 
ences  to  Renoir's  women.  What  these 
visitors  did  not  realize  is  that  women  are 
beautiful  no  matter  what  body  weight 
they  have  and  that  Twiggy  became  an 
idol  long  after  Impressionism  was  over. 

It  was  a  sad  commentary  on  the  way 
society's  ideals  have  twisted  our  percep¬ 
tion  of  beauty. 

Some  may  argue  that  Renoir's  por¬ 
trayal  of  women  was  based  on  19th 
century  tastes  for  women  with  "meat  on 
their  bones".  However,  1  believe  Renoir 
did  not  merely  paint  them  as  they  were, 
he  elevated  them,  giving  women  a  spe¬ 
cial  status. 

It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  urge  you  to 
visit  the  Bames  Exhibit,  on  until  the  3 1  st 
of  December.  It's  a  rare  opportunity  to 
see  women  the  way  they  should  be  seen. 


THE  SWEETNESS  OF  SUGAR’N’SPICE 


Isabel  Teotonio 

if  Sugar’n'Spice's  first  theatrical 
production  is  any  indication  of  the 
group's  talent  and  ability,  then !  guar¬ 
antee  that  “Sistahs”  will  not  be  their 
last  project.  The  play  “Sistahs”  ran 
late  last  month  at  The  Poor  Alex 
Theatre  for  ten  incredibly  successful 
nights,  consistently  showing  to  a  sold- 
out  audience. 

Sugar’n'Spice  is  the  only  theatre 
company  in  Ontario  which  specifi¬ 
cally  produces  works  by,  forand  about 
women  of  colour.  The  trio  which 
makes  up  Sugar’n'Spice  are  Maxine 
Bailey,  Sharon  Lewis  and  Melanie 
Nicholls-King,  who  have  been 


together  now  for  close  to  two  years. 

The  group  formed  in  December 
of  1992,  feeling  there  was  a  need  to 
honestly  portray  women  of  colour  on 
our  local  stages.  “Sistahs",  which 
has  undergone  numerous  re-writes 
and  close  to  a  year  of  workshops, 
has  always  encouraged  and  ac¬ 
cepted  feedback  from  the  community. 
The  result  is  a  play  which  strongly 
deals  with  various  issues  such  as 
lesbianism,  racism  and  diversity 
amongst  Caribbean  cultures. 

Sugar’n'Spice,  along  with  the  cast 
of  “Sistahs",  claim  that  their  work  has 
no  political  agenda.  There  is  no 
conscious  decision  to  address  cer¬ 
tain  issues,  their  only  intent  they  say, 
is  to  “produce  works  by  and  for  women 


of  colour”. 

When  speaking  to  the  cast  (Carol 
Anderson,  Melanie  Nicholls — King, 
Lisa  Richardson,  Kim  Roberts  and 
Shakura  Aida),  after  their  last  per¬ 
formance,  there  was  a  definite  sense 
that  they  would  like  to  become  “more 
commercial"  with  their  next  produc¬ 
tion. 

By  commercial,  they  mean  that 
they  wish  to  appeal  to  the  masses, 
yet  they  will  in  no  way  compromise 
their  artistic  integrity.  As  Aida  men¬ 
tioned,  there  was  a  feeling  of  great 
accomplishment  because  main¬ 
stream  newspapers  and  publications 
did  not  approach  “Sistahs"  as  a  “black 
play"  ,  but  simply  as  a  'play'.  “It's 
more  about  culture  than  colour”,  says 


S’Aida. 

In  order  for  Sugar'n'Spice  to  gain 
some  longevity  there  is  a  dire  need 
for  funding,  in  order  to  continue  on 
with  projects  such  as  “Sistahs".  Un¬ 
less  another  theatre  is  willing  to  take 
on  the  production  of  “Sistahs",  it  has 
sadly  come  to  an  end.  In  essence 
though.  “Sistahs"  doesn't  die  with  the 
last  curtain  call,  for  such  a  rare  piece 
of  magic  lives  on  In  the  memory  of  all 
it's  viewers.  Let  us  rejoice  and  take 
comfort  in  the  fact  that  women  such 
as  Bailey,  Lewis  and  Nicholls-King 
are  changing  the  face  of  theatre  and 
presenting  us  with  an  honest  por¬ 
trayal  of  black  women  and  black  cul¬ 
ture. 


Wench  Wednesday.  Nov.  16. 1994 


Words  i  like. 


What  is  acceptable  we  call  acceptable;  what  is  unacceptable  we  call 
unacceptable.  A  road  is  made  by  people  walking  on  it;  things  are  so  because  they 
are  called  so.  What  makes  them  so?  Making  them  so  makes  them  so.  What  makes 
them  not  so?  Making  them  not  so  makes  them  not  so.  Things  all  must  have  that 
which  is  so;  things  all  must  have  that  which  is  acceptable.  There  is  nothing  that  is 
not  so.  nothing  that  is  not  acceptable.  For  this  reason,  whether  you  point  to  a  little 
stalk  or  a  great  pillar,  a  leper  or  the  beautiful  Hsi-shih,  things  ribald  and  shady  or 
things  grotesque  and  strange,  the  Way  makes  them  all  into  one.  Their  dividedness 
is  their  completeness;  their  completeness  is  their  impairment.  No  thing  is  either 
complete  or  impaired,  but  all  are  made  into  one  again.  Only  the  man  of  far-reaching 
vision  knows  how  to  make  them  into  one.  So  he  has  no  use  [for  categories),  but 
relegates  all  to  the  constant.  The  constant  is  the  useful;  the  useful  is  the  passable; 
the  passable  is  the  successful;  and  with  success,  all  is  accomplished.  He  relies  upon 
this  alone,  relies  upon  it  and  does  not  know  why  he  is  doing  so.  This  is  called  the 
Way. 

-Chuang  Tzu-Translated  by  Burton  Watson  Taken  from  The  Complete 
Works  of  Chuang  Columbia  University  Press.  N.Y.:  1968. 


WANT  TO  RUN  AN  AD? 

WENCH  will  be  running  a  ‘classifieds’  section  in  oui 
next  issue.  Everything  from  services  to  announcement 
to  want-ads  to  personals  to  whatever...give  us  a  call  oi 
fax,  (see  our  phone/fax  numbers  on  page  2).  It’s  $5  pei 
twenty-five  words,  with  bolding  $5  extra.  As  our  nexi 
issue  won’t  be  coming  out  for  a  couple  of  months,  yoi 
have  lots  of  time  to  get  your  ad  together.  Please  have  ii 
in  to  us  by  January  15th/95. 


WHERE  TO  GO  IN  T.O 

THEATRE 

The  Company  of  Sirens  presents  THE  CATHERINE  WHEEL  A  Play  by  Ingrid  Mac 
Donald,  Directed  by  Cynthia  Grantin  this  historically  true  lesbian  play,  an  18lh 
Centrury  cross-dresser  and  her  wife  face  rejection  by  their  society  and  the  death 
penalty.  Opens  Friday  Dec  2,  runs  to  Dec  1 8.  At  Buddies  in  Bad  times  Theatre  975- 
8555  For  more  info  call  975-9642 

DYKE  CITY  Written  by  Sonja  Mills.  DYKE  CITY  challenges  altitudes  on  what 
it  is  to  be  a  dyke.  To  Dec. 11.  Tues-Sat  9pm,  Sun  2:30.S8-$10  (sun  PWYC). 
Tallulah's  Cabaret  at  Buddies  in  Bad  times  Theatre,  12  Alexander.  975-8555 

THE  GRAY  ZONE  Open  Mind  Productions  presents  Jaromir  Novaka'sstory  of 
Pavel  Stipl,  a  recently  released  political  prisoner,  encased  behind  the  stifling  Iren 
Curtain  in  Czechoslovakia  during  the  late  80’ s.  Opens  Nov.  10,  runs  to  Nov.  27. 
Tues-Sat  8  pm..  Sun  2:30pm.  S10-S12.5Q  (Sun  PWYC).  Poor  Alex  Theatre.  296 
Brunswick.  535-5594. 

NEW  VOICES  WOMAN  De-Ba-Jch-Mu-Jig  Theatre  Group  (translation:  story¬ 
tellers,  in  Cree  and  Ojibway)  brings  Aboriginal  culture  to  life  with  Lany  Lewis’  tale 
of  the  spriitual  and  mythical  odyssey  of  the  Nameless  One,  who  discovers  her  true 
purpose  in  her  quest  to  save  her  people  from  starvation.  Nov.  1 6, 7pm.  S5.  Burton 
Auditorium.  York  Univ.,  4700  Keele.  736-5822. 

GALLERIES 

ARTS  AND  EVENTS  Peace  and  joy  by  children  in  Toronto  public  schools, 
Nov.  15-  Dec.  31.  Concourse  level,  First  Canadian  Place,  York  and  Adelaide.  862- 
0803. 


ART  STARTS  Inside  out,  a  group  show  of  young  African-Canadian  artists 
to  Dec.  31  1672  Eglinton  W.  782-1591 

CAMERON  HOUSE  We  Do  Alterations,  work  by  Natalie  Racioppa  and  JulieSa- 
watsky, 

Nov.  14-Dec.  10.  opens  Nov.  18,  8:00  p.m.  408  Queen  W. 364-081 1 

GALLERY  788  print  installation  by  Libby  Hague,  to  Nov.29  788  King  W.  363- 
9280 

GALLERY  TPW  Critical  Details  by  Nina  Levitt,  to  Nov.  26, 80  Spadina  Ave.  Ste. 
#310  362-4242 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

NATIONAL  DAY  OF  REMEMBRANCE*  ACTION  ON  VIOLENCE  AGAINST 
WOMEN 

Dec  6, 1994  by  the  Status  of  Women's  office  at  U  ofT;  Memorial  Service  at  1:00 
pm.  Convocation  Hall.  27  King’s  College  Circle. 


(Feminism  is...  continued  from 
page  2.)  The  earliest  meaning, 
meaning  number  one,  was  used  by 
Virginia  Woolf  in  her  diary;  hence,  the 
origin  of  “mascuiinisl”  is  a  feminist 
woman  describing  the  opposition  to 
feminism.  Unless  those  men  and 
women  interested  in  “masculinist”  as  a 
term  in  place  of  “feminist"  do  some 
quick  reclaiming,  it  stands  at  present, 
in  opposition  to  feminism.  This 
situating  of  oppositions  brings  to  mind 
one  vital  questions:  what  is  the 
opposite  of  feminist?  Is  it  masculinist? 
Patriarch?  Male  chauvinist? 

Mannish?  Nonhumanist?  In  other 
words,  what  ISN’T  a  feminist  and  is 
there  a  word  or  label  for  it? 

In  linguistics,  words  are  considered 
marked,  different  from  the  “norm,"  or 
unmarked,  the  "norm.”  In  an  essay  I  read 
a  long  time  ago  in  The  Globe  and  Mail 
newspaper,  the  writer  (yes,  female) 
proposed  that  women  and  words 
associated  with  women  are  always 
marked.  From  this  view,  one  may  con¬ 
nect  to  the  feminist  view  of  structural 
oppressions  and  their  established  norms. 
Which  terms,  conditions  and  values  may 
be  used  to  represent  or  assumes  to  in¬ 
clude  the  whole  of  humanity  while  oth¬ 
ers  are  distinctly  specific?  Will  the  word 


“women”  ever  be  used  to  imply 
“humanity"  instead  of  a  “special  interest 
group"?  Why  do  we  hear  about  the 
“third  world"  and  never  the ‘Tirst  world"? 
If  you're  not  lesbian  or  gay,  what  are 
you?  If  you’re  not  an  immigrant,  what 
are  you?  If  you’re  not  a  feminist,  what 
are  you?  You  are  THE  Norm.  The 
wonderfully  invisible,  unmarked  Norm, 
never  having  to  be  called  upon  to  justify 
yourself  except  by  those  pesty  marginal¬ 
ized  groups. 

Being  a  Normhas  many  advantages. 
You  can  just  BE  in  your  various 
personalities  and  elements  without  be¬ 
ing  a  representation  of,  or  a  disgrace  to, 
your  Norm.  You  don't  have  to  be  “an 
example"  of  yourNorm.  You  can  just  be 
human.  You  can  just  be  who  you  are.  As 
I  think  about  feminism  and  about  “being" 
a  feminist,  I  realize  that  I  can’t  just  BE, 
that  I  am  continually  called  upon  tojustify 
who  I  am,  what  I  believe,  whether  I  love 
women  AND  men,  and  why  would  I 
bother  calling  myself  anything.  Why  not 
dodge  behind  the  all-encompassing  “hu¬ 
man"  blanket?  Why  label  myself?  Well, 
society  labels  me,  friends  and  family 
label  me,  institutions  label  and  number 
me,  and  hostile  strangers  label  me.  It’s 
about  time  I  jumped  on  the  “label  wagon." 
Shall  we  go  for  a  ride? 


At  the  U  of  T  Women’s  Centre,  (49  SL  George  SL): 

DEC  6  —  “National  Action  Day  for  Elimination  of  Violence  Against  Women" 

In  honor  of  this  day  there  will  be  an  “Emergency  Clothing  and  Houseware  Drive" 
from  November  28th  to  December  13th,  1994. 

Donations  will  go  to  various  women’s  shelters. 

Mondays  (weekly)-  Coming  out  support  group,  for  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  women. 
6:00-8:00  pm 

Wednesdays  (weekly)  1)  Women’s  Rights  Action  Network  Group  meets  4:30-6:00 
2)  Eating  and  Body  Image  Issue  Group,  open  to  ‘Women  of 
Colour',  7:00-5:00 

Thursdays  (weekly)  1)  Peer  Counselling  Workshop,  4:00-5:Q0pm. 

2)  (every  second  and  fourth  Thursday)  Collective  Meeting, 
6:00-8:00  pm.  Ail-Women  Welcome. 

Saturdays  1)  Bike  Workshop,  free,  12:00_2:00  pm. 

2)  Women’s  Writing  Group  at  U  of  T-  Informal  Writing  Discussion 
Group— first  three  Saturdays  of  the  month  (no  meetings  in  December) 

DEC  10th  Women’s  Alternative  Trade  Arts  &  Crafts  Fair,  at  Trinity  St.  Paul 
Church,  427  Bloor  St.  West,  1 1 :00-6:00  pm. 

(for  more  info  call  978-8201) 


THE#  COMPANY  OF 

sirens 


People’s  Rally  To  Raise  Awareness  for  Street- Youth  and  People  by  Angel  at  Love 
Cry.  Nov.  19,  12-4pm  For  more  information  call  (416)406-6154 


